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rules and agree to H.R. 4098, ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 
vote No. 184, on motion to suspend the rules 
and agree to H.R. 1879, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 
No. 185, on motion to table the appeal of the 
ruling of the chair, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote No. 
186, on passage of H.R. 4899. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 19, 2010 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is 
$12,984,666,665,110.57. 

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $2,346,240,918,816.77 so far this Con-
gress. 

This debt and its interest payments we are 
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans. 
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HONORING ASIAN PACIFIC 
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 19, 2010 

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate May as Asian Pacific Amer-
ican Heritage Month. 

One hundred sixty-seven years ago this 
May, the first Japanese immigrants arrived in 
the United States in search of a promise of 
freedom and in pursuit of their own American 
dreams. Since that time, Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans have contributed to the unique fabric of 
American culture in countless ways, becoming 
leaders in business, government, arts, and en-
tertainment. It is entirely fitting that we have 
chosen May to commemorate these significant 
contributions, and to honor the 15.2 million 
Asian Pacific Americans who continue the leg-
acy that their ancestors began in the 1840s. 

During the past several decades, Congress 
has recognized the importance of the Asian 
Pacific American community to our nation’s 
history. In 1977, Representatives Frank Horton 
and Norman Mineta introduced legislation to 
establish the first ten days of May as Asian 
Pacific American Heritage Week. After similar 
legislation was introduced and passed in the 
Senate, President Jimmy Carter signed into 
law a joint resolution to establish this annual 
commemoration. Later, in 1990, we celebrated 
the first Asian Pacific American Heritage 
Month. Since that time, May has officially be-
come a yearly tribute to the Asian Pacific 
American community. 

While it is important that we continue recog-
nizing these important dates—which have 
raised awareness of the many critical contribu-
tions of the Asian Pacific American commu-
nity—we must also look to the work being 
done each day to make certain that the inter-
ests of Asian Pacific Americans are being con-
sidered. Members of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate consistently honor the 

heritage of this important community. The 
Congressional Asian Pacific American Cau-
cus—known as CAPAC—advocates for all 
Asian Pacific Americans, working to ensure 
their voices are heard at the federal level. Ad-
ditionally, the Presidential Cabinet includes 
three Asian American dignitaries: Energy Sec-
retary Steven Chu, Commerce Secretary Gary 
Locke and Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric 
Shinseki. 

Building on this active involvement of Asian 
Pacific Americans in the workings of our na-
tional government, President Obama has also 
stepped up his own efforts to restore the 
broad mission of the White House Initiative on 
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. This 
vital initiative—which I helped to establish 
while serving in the administration of President 
Bill Clinton—has been successful in increasing 
the participation of Asian Pacific Americans in 
federal programs. By doing so, the Initiative 
has helped make dramatic improvements in 
the quality of life of underserved Asian Pacific 
Americans. 

Madam Speaker, in recognizing the count-
less contributions Asian Pacific Americans 
have made to our nation and to our history, I 
join my colleagues this May in celebrating 
Asian Pacific American Heritage Month. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE I.C. 
NORCOM BOYS’ BASKETBALL 
TEAM 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 19, 2010 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise with great pride to call attention to a group 
of young students who have distinguished 
themselves, their school, their community, and 
the city of Portsmouth, Virginia. 

The I.C. Norcom Greyhounds boys’ basket-
ball team had a remarkable season and I be-
lieve the Greyhounds deserve formal recogni-
tion for their accomplishments. On March 12, 
2010, the I.C. Norcom Greyhounds won the 
Group AAA boys’ state basketball champion-
ship. The Greyhounds completed their 2010 
season with an impressive 25–4 record. 

I.C. Norcom won the championship in mem-
orable fashion. Down ten points with 7:48 left 
in the game, the team rallied back to trail 54– 
53 with a minute left to play. A buzzer-beating 
shot by Shelton Haskins with 1.5 seconds left 
sealed the 55–54 victory over a previously un-
beaten team from Petersburg High School. 

I.C. Norcom made history throughout the 
tournament. They were the first Portsmouth 
team to ever reach a semifinal game. In a 
similar comeback victory against Chantilly 
High, Norcom advanced to the AAA Cham-
pionship, again the first team from Portsmouth 
to do so. The win gives the school and the city 
of Portsmouth its first Group AAA state bas-
ketball title. 

I.C. Norcom was founded in 1913 as the 
High Street School, the first public high school 
for black students in Portsmouth. It was re-
named in 1953 in honor of its first supervising 
principal, Israel Charles Norcom, a pioneering 
educator, civic leader and businessman. Now, 
more than 50 years and three locations later, 
I.C. Norcom High School is still an innovating 
and inspiring place for Portsmouth students. 

In addition to excelling on the basketball 
court, the Greyhounds are also doing great 
things in the classroom. I.C. Norcom houses a 
Center of Excellence in Math and Science, 
which provides students with additional class-
es in science, math, and technology. Fifty sen-
iors this year will be receiving their Center of 
Excellence Diplomas which require five 
science course credits, one more than re-
quired under the advanced diploma. In addi-
tion 23 I.C. Norcom seniors have been partici-
pating in the First College program—attending 
Tidewater Community College this semester 
and taking up to 14 college credits before they 
graduate. I.C. Norcom is doing a great job cul-
tivating excellence both on and off the athletic 
field. 

I would like to extend my enthusiastic con-
gratulations to the I.C. Norcom players, their 
families, principal Lynn Briley, coach Leon 
Goolsby and the rest of his coaching staff, on 
the occasion of this historic Boy’s basketball 
championship. On behalf of the people of the 
Third Congressional district of Virginia, I.C. 
Norcom alumni, and the entire city of Ports-
mouth, I commend them for this historic win 
and wish the program years of success in the 
future. 
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HONORING DR. THOMAS CROW 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 19, 2010 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Thomas Crow upon his 
retirement as the Chancellor of State Center 
Community College District (SCCCD). After 
serving over 20 years with the college district, 
Dr. Crow will be honored by the State Center 
Community College District Board of Trustees 
and Foundation Board of Directors on Friday, 
May 7, 2010. 

Dr. Thomas Crow earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree and a Master of Arts degree in Phys-
ical Education from California State University, 
Fresno. Later, he attended Arizona State Uni-
versity, where he earned a Doctor of Philos-
ophy degree in Education. Dr. Crow has a 
long history in education which includes a 
broad spectrum of experience in kindergarten 
through twelfth grade; including his service as 
Superintendent of Fowler Unified School Dis-
trict. 

Prior to his appointment as Chancellor, Dr. 
Crow served as President of Reedley College 
for 7 years. While with SCCCD he also served 
as Vice Chancellor, External Operations and 
Assistant to the Chancellor. 

Outside of SCCCD, Dr. Crow is active in the 
community. He is the past president of the 
Reedley Rotary Club. He is also an active 
member of the Fresno Business Council, Fres-
no County Economic Development Corpora-
tion, the Greater Fresno Area Chamber of 
Commerce, The Regional Jobs Initiative, Fres-
no Compact and the Workforce Investment 
Board. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate Dr. Thomas Crow upon his 
retirement from the State Center Community 
College District. I invite my colleagues to join 
me in wishing Dr. Crow many years of contin-
ued success. 
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